Guidelines to consider when choosing a llama
By Sherri Tallmon, Hidden Oaks Llama Ranch
If you are thinking about adding a llama or two to your life…..GREAT!!!  

Llamas are very FUN and can bring a lot of joy to your life!!!
We specialize in helping people get started, with education about care and
finding the RIGHT llama for YOU!
There are many things to consider….
How much LAND do you have?  One acre can easily house 2-4 llamas.

Do you have a BARN or SHELTER?  They should have a three sided shelter with a roof, to block out wind and rain.  Trees are great also and offer some protection.  A catch pen is required to aid in catching them as well.  12’ x 12’ stall or similar area.


What sort of FENCING do you have?  We recommend regular 4 foot stock type fence, No barbed wire!  Electric doesn’t work all that well, as the llamas have so much wool.


INTERESTS?  What would you like to do with them?  Some people choose llamas to pack with.  Some have sheep or goats and want a GUARD LLAMA.  Some want to get into showing or 4-H and some just want llamas as pets to keep the grass down or eat blackberries.  We also do LLAMA RESCUE, so if you are interested in helping with this, please let us know.

COST?  Our llamas are priced according to ability, training, handling, bloodlines, showing and/or fiber quality.  Prices usually start at $250 and can go up to several thousand.  The most important thing in considering a llama, is make sure the llama is either GELDED (castrated) or is a FEMALE, do NOT purchase an INTACT MALE unless you are EXPERIENCED with llamas or plan to have the male gelded at 1 ½ - 2 years of age.  Many CHEAP or FREE llamas you see out there can have HUGE behavioral issues, either they are intact males or are very unmanageable.  We recommend buying a pair of EITHER two gelded male llamas or two female llamas, unless you have goats or sheep, a single gelded or single female llama can work as a companion in certain occasions for a horse also.

CARE?  Llamas prefer grazing on grass and munching on blackberry leaves, fir boughs and miscellaneous other leaves.  We do give them grass hay as needed similar to a horse and grain for a treat.  They need a mineral supplement and fresh water each day.  Shearing is done once a year and nail trimming as needed, along with vaccinations and deworming.
Visit our website at www.hiddenoaksllamaranch.com then email for more information or give us a call to arrange a farm visit.
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